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Canis Lupus, or the Gray Wolf, is a type of wolf that vanished in 
Washington many years ago. They returned naturally to Washington 
after the mid 1990s, when wolves were reintroduced to Idaho, 
Montana, and Wyoming from Canada. Wolves live in packs that stay in 
their own territories. They are carnivores and usually eat elk and 
deer. Ranchers and farmers often need to put their cattle and 
livestock in wolf territory so the livestock can graze on the 
grasslands. The livestock can eat the food the wildlife depends on.



 The ranchers and farmers often 
find the wolves a nuisance. The wolves 
may harass and kill livestock. Then the 
ranchers are without a cow, leading to 
loss of money, and are required to 
protect their livestock. 



Many conservationists believe wolves help the environment and should not be 
killed. Wolves keep the elk and deer population down. When wolves vanished 
from Yellowstone, the elk population grew dramatically. The elk and deer ate 
trees and plants needed by other animals like beaver. Other animal’s 
populations also suffered as a result. 



Some gray wolves in Washington have been hunting farmers’ 
and ranchers’ livestock. Livestock includes animals like sheep, 
goats, cattle and llamas. The ranchers sell their livestock and 
if wolves eat the livestock, they lose money.



Farmers and Ranchers recognize wolves are important to 
the ecosystem. They can use several ways to keep cattle 
safe from wolves without harming the wolves as well. 



One way to protect livestock 
is by trapping the wolves then 
releasing them with radio 
collars. Wildlife biologists can 
track the wolves and tell 
nearby farmers and ranchers 
where the wolves are. Once 
the farmers and ranchers are 
aware of the wolves’ location, 
they can keep their livestock 
safe.  



Though not common and still being tested, RAG boxes or radio-
activated guard boxes use the radio frequency from the collars 
on wolves to serve the purpose to warn people and deter wolves. 
They emit annoying noises and can scare off a pack if triggered. 



 When animals are hit by cars or die of natural causes, the wolves are 
attracted to the carcass. Ranchers and farmers remove these carcasses so the 
wolves won’t come to the carcass area and become aware of the livestock. 



Another way to protect livestock is fladry. Fladry is flags 
that are put on wire. Then when the wind blows, the flags move 
making sudden movements and the sound startles the wolves. 
Sometimes the wires are electrified, which is called turbo 
fladry. 



  

Sometimes guard animals, 
such as llamas, dogs, and, 
donkeys, can help protect 
herds of livestock from 
wolves and other 
carnivorous predators. 



 Range riders are 
people who ride the 
perimeter of the 
livestock area and 
increase human 
presence around the 
animals so the wolves 
stay away. They get 
information from 
biologists, who tell 
the riders where the 
wolves are, then the 
range riders can 
move the livestock or 
be present to keep 
the wolves away. 



Organizations, like Conservation Northwest, will 
send people to help a rancher or farmer increase 
human presence if their livestock is being 
threatened by wolves. 



 The wolf is a native keystone species to the forest ecosystem 
in Northeast Washington. They can co-exist with  livestock if 
everyone works toward the shared goal of protecting livestock and 
wolves.
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